CLAIMS 




What is claimed is: 



(b) 
(c) 

(d) 



A method foy providing a user interface, comprising the steps of: 
displaying ^plurahty of images in a frame, each of the images representing a 
goal; 

permitting a user to select from of the images in the frame; 
permitting the user to adjust preferences related to the goal represented by 
the selected image in the frame; and 

altering the appearance of one or more of images in the frame based on the 
adjusted preferences of the goal represented by the selected image. 
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A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of permitting a user to 
adjust preferences related to the goal represented by the selected image in the 
frame fiirther includes permitting tfhe user to adjust a time expectation for the 
amount of time expected for ^hi^ving the goal represented by the selected 
image. 
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A method as recited in claim 1 , Avhetf-ein the step of permitting a user to 
adjust preferences related to the goal represented by the selected image in the 
frame firrther includes permitting twe user to adjust a quality expectation for 
the degree of quality expected /for the goal represented by the selected image, 
and wherein appearance of the selected image is altered in relation to the 
adjustment of the exnectationlwith respect to quality for the goal. 




A method as recited in claim/ 1 , 3^erein the step of permitting a user to 
adjust preferences related to /the goal represented by the selected image in the 
frame ftuther includes permitting the user to adjust a degree of favoritism 
between time and quality with respect to the goal of the selected image. 
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A method as recited in cla im 1 , further comprising the steps of: displaying a 
selectable link to a personal profile frame, and displaying the personal profile 
fi"ame upon selection of me selectable link, wherein a personal profile of the 
user is displayed in the personal profile frame. 



A method as recit^ in clami 1 , further comprising the steps of: displaying a 
selectable linkyto a finapicial\a'isumptions frame, and displaying financial 
assumptions/irame upon seladcion of the selectable link, wherein financial 
assumptions relating t© achiepng the financial goals are displayed in the 
financial assiunptionsjframe.j 

A method as recited ill claim 1 , further comprising the step of displaying in 
the frame a summaryjof changes in achieving the goals as a result of the 
adjust preferences. 

A methou as recited! in claim 1, wherein the images representing goals 
include ai least one/of: a first image for representing a home goal, a second 
image for Vepresenmng a vehicle goal, a third image for representing a 
monthly allowance and savings ^al, a fourth image for representing a 
planned fummire expenses gp^l, a fifth image for representing a planned 
appliance expenses goal^a^ sixth image for representing a vacation goal, a 
seventh image for representing a children's education goal, an eighth image 
for representing a planned fumiture expenses goal. 



A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the appearance of one of the images 
representing a financial g6al fades a shade inversely proportional to the 
duration of time budgeted for attaching the financial goal. 



A computer program 
providing a user intei 



pibodied on a computer readable medium for 
ace, comprising: 
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a code segment for displaying a plurality of images in a frame, each of the 
images representing a goal; 

a code segment for permitting a user to select from of the images in the 
frame; | 

a code dsgment for permitting the user to adjust preferences related to the 
goal repiresented by the selected image in the frame; and 
a code segment for altering the appearance of one or more of images in the 
frame based on the adjusted preferences of the goal represented by the 
selectod image. 

A computer program as recited in claim 10, wherein the code segment for 
permitting a user to adjust preferences related to the goal represented by the 
selected image in the frame/fiirther includes permitting the user to adjust a 
time expectation for the arpount of time expected for achieving the goal 
represented by the selecT^image. 



A computer program as/recit< 



in claim 10, wherein the code segment for 



permitting a user to adjust prelferences related to the goal represented by the 
selected image in the frame further includes permitting the user to adjust a 
quality expectation for the degree of quality expected for the goal 
represented by the selected image, and wherein appearance of the selected 
image is altered in relation to tl^ adjustment of the expectation with respect 
to quality fonthe goal. 



A computer pro-am as recited in claim 10, wherein the code segment for 
permitting a user to adjust preferences related to the goal represented by the 
selected imagein the frame further includes permitting the user to adjust a 
degree of favoritism between time and quality with respect to the goal of the 
selected imase. 
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A computer program as recited in claim 10, further comprising a code 
segment for displaying a selectable link to a personal profile frame, and 
displaying the personal pro: ile frame upon selection of the selectable link, 
wherein a personal profile ^f the user is displayed in the personal profile 
frame. 



A computer progranv^recited in claim 10, further comprising a code 
segment for displ^ng a/selectable link to a financial assumptions fi"ame, 
and displaying financial assumptions frame upon selection of the selectable 
link, wherein financial assumptions relating to achieving the financial goals 
are displayed /n the fin^cial asj umptions frame. 

1/ 

A computer Program is recited in claim 10, further comprising a code 
segment for displayinig in the frame a summary of changes in achieving the 
goals as a result of th'e adjust preferences. 



A computer pro^FarAas recit^dH:n claim 10, wherein the images representing 
goals include at least one of: a first image for representing a home goal, a 
second image for representing a vehicle goal, a third image for representing a 
monthly allowance and savings goal, a fourth image for representing a 
planned fumitur^expenses goal, a fifth image for representing a planned 
appliance expenses goal, a sixth image for representing a vacation goal, a 
seventh image ror representing a children's education goal, an eighth image 
for representing a planned fumiture expenses goal. 



A computer program as recited in claim 10, wherein the appearance of one of 
the images representing a financial goal fades a shade inversely proportional 
to the duration of time budgeted for attaching the financial goal. 



A system for providing a user interface, comprising: 
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(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 



logic for displaying a plurality of images in a frame, each of the images 
representing a goal; 



logic for 
logic foi 



permitting the user to select from of the images in the frame; 
permitting a user to adjust preferences related to the goal 



represented by the selected image in the frame; and 

logic for altering the appearance of one or more of images in the frame based 
on the adjusted preferences of the goal represented by the selected image. 




